P.R.F.P.S. 7th ed. (Pp. xix+924; 55s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1958. This well-known textbook from the Scottish Schools of Medicine has now reached its 7th edition but this time Dr. Stanley Alstead has taken the place of Sir John McNee; and the three main editors have been assisted by a team of twenty-two experts who have been responsible for different portions of the book.
The general form has followed that of previous editions and each subject commences with a short resume of the disease after which the treatment follows automatically. Careful perusal by the reviewer confirms the excellent nature of the information provided, and the medical care of the various conditions described is detailed and on common-sense lines in accordance with present British medical practice. The inclusion as a glossary of the approved names of drugs followed by their proprietary preparations is a welcome new feature as is the short chapter on the general principles underlying prescribing in general. This book should be on the bookshelf of every physician whether he be a consultant or in general practice. There are now more than forty volumes in this series, and that on medical treatment must be one of the most difficult to write and to keep up to date. Special subjects, such as dietetics and dermatology, have been relegated elsewhere, and there is nothing here, rather surprisingly, on neurosis or psychosis; but, after an introduction to antibiotics, Dr. Crozier has gone systematically over the various organs, and has included chapters on infectious, metabolic and tropical disease, and on intestinal parasites, physical and chemical agents, and vitamin deficiencies. There are valuable summaries on the effects of radioactivity, the varieties of insulin, ACTH and cortisone, water and electrolyte depletion, ganglion blocking agents and anticoagulants, and on the chemotherapy of pulmonary tuberculosis.
The side-effects of various drugs are frequently noted, and it is most helpful to have given the names and makers of proprietary preparations in addition to more formal nomenclature. It would surely be an advantage to the student to expand the index considerably; at present such words as "antihistamines", "ataractics", and "tranquillizers" find no place therein, and many drugs, though frequently mentioned in the text, are omitted from the last five pages. 1959. The medical references in Shakespeare are of interest to doctors who will certainly find this book of value both for reading and reference. The author has collected and classified 712 medical references in the plays and poems and has added many illuminating notes and explanations. Many of the chapters are complete essays in themselves and were intended in the first instance for lectures to medical societies; this has led to a certain amount of unavoidable overlapping and repetition. The author mentions J. C. Bucknill's book on "The Medical Knowledge of Shakespeare" (1860) but makes no special reference to the same author's "The Psychology of Shakespeare" (1859).
Shakespeare and
There is an extremely interesting chapter devoted to a discussion as to what influence, if any, Shakespeare's son-in-law Dr. John Hall may have had on the writings. It is noted that no doctor appears as a character in a play written before 1600, and the original conclusion is reached that "while there is no evidence that Hall influenced the medical references ... there is some evidence to suggest that in the portrayal of doctors as doctors in the plays, Shakespeare might have been influenced by the character and qualities of his own doctor son-in-law".
The text of the book is enlivened by some bold and stimulating criticisms of the views held by some well-known authorities. We think that many doctors and laymen will wish to have "Shakespeare and Medicine" on their shelves. 1959. The author has given an account of portal hypertension based on a personal series of 200 patients, consequently he can and does speak with authority on this subject. This monograph is rather too brief to allow the author to complete his declared task of providing a guide to physicians and to stimulate further research. Physicians will derive much benefit from reading this book but detailed guidance is lacking. Similarly the research worker will be disappointed that Professor Milnes Walker did not give a longer
